
Welcome to Urbana First  
 United Methodist Church! 

Our mission is to journey with people to get them 
connected to our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ; to 

one another; and to the community, through 
intentional discipleship! 

January 4, 2025  Second Sunday After Christmas 
10:30 a.m. Worship Service Release into Rest Liturgical Color: Gold & White 

APPROACHING GOD’S THRONE 
PRELUDE  Hannah Freeman-Choi, piano 
GREETINGS & ANNOUNCEMENTS Steve Fink, liturgist` 
+CALL TO WORSHIP   

Come, today may be released so that we can rest. 

We come seeking rest for our minds, hearts and souls. 

Lay down your fears and anxieties. 

We come to release the weight that stretches us too thin. 

God meets us here, offering rest and renewal. 

We come, ready to be restored in God's presence.       (GNJUMC) 

SEEKING GOD’S FACE 
OPENING PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER  

All: Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done on Earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and 

forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 

us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 

power and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 
  



+HYMN OF CELEBRATION    Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee                   UMH no. 89 

1. Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love; 
hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above. 
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away. 
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day! 

2. All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays, 
stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise. 
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
chanting bird and flowing fountain, call us to rejoice in thee. 

3. Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blest, 
wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest! 
Thou our Father, Christ our brother, all who live in love are thine; 
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine. 

4. Mortals, join the mighty chorus which the morning stars began; 
love divine is reigning o'er us, binding all within its span. 
Ever singing, march we onward, victors in the midst of strife; 
joyful music leads us sunward, in the triumph song of life.+  

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  

All: I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. And in 
Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried; 
The third day He rose again from the dead, He ascended into heaven, and sitteth 
on the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He shall come to 
judge the living and the dead. I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian 
Church, the communion of Saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.  

OFFERTORY Awesome God Jackson Diedrich, soloist 
(c. R. Mullins; CCLI 41099) 

+PRESENTATION OF GIFTS & OFFERING UMH no. 95 
All: Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise Him all creatures here below; 

praise Him above, ye heavenly host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 



HEARING GOD’S VOICE 
SCRIPTURE LESSONS 1 Kings 19:1-9 Liturgist 

CHORAL ANTHEM 10,000 Reasons Sanctuary Choir 
 (arr. L. Larson) Davion Williams, music director 

THE MESSAGE  Release into Rest Rev. Robert K. Freeman,  
directing pastor 

COMMUNION, TIME OF REFLECTION, AND PRAYER pg. 5 
You are invited to come and pray at the altar, light a candle to illuminate your prayers 
before God, come forward for one of our liturgists for a blessing or remain where you 

are for a time of contemplation and reflection during the musical selection. 
+HYMN OF RESPONSE  It is Well with My Soul UMH no. 377 

1. When peace, like a river, attendeth my way, 
when sorrows like sea billows roll; 
whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 
It is well, it is well with my soul. 

It is well with my soul, it is well, it is well with my soul. 

2. Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 
let this blest assurance control, 
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 
and hath shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain 

3. My sin, oh, the bliss of this glorious thought! 
My sin, not in part but the whole, 
is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more, 
praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

4. And, Lord, haste the day when my faith shall be sight, 
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll; 
the trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend, 
even so, it is well with my soul. Refrain 

SENDING FORTH   Rev. Robert K. Freeman 

POSTLUDE  Hannah Freeman-Choi, piano 
+Please stand as you are able  



Scripture Lesson: 1 Kings 19:1-9, Elijah Flees Jezebel (ESV) 
1 Ahab told Jezebel all that Elijah had done, and how he had killed all the prophets 
with the sword. 2 Then Jezebel sent a messenger to Elijah, saying, “So may the gods 
do to me and more also, if I do not make your life as the life of one of them by this 
time tomorrow.” 3 Then he was afraid, and he arose and ran for his life and came 
to Beersheba, which belongs to Judah, and left his servant there. 
4 But he himself went a day's journey into the wilderness and came and sat down 
under a broom tree. And he asked that he might die, saying, “It is enough; now, 
O Lord, take away my life, for I am no better than my fathers.” 5 And he lay down 
and slept under a broom tree. And behold, an angel touched him and said to him, 
“Arise and eat.” 6 And he looked, and behold, there was at his head a cake baked on 
hot stones and a jar of water. And he ate and drank and lay down again. 7 And the 
angel of the Lord came again a second time and touched him and said, “Arise and 
eat, for the journey is too great for you.” 8 And he arose and ate and drank, and went 
in the strength of that food forty days and forty nights to Horeb, the mount of God. 
The Lord Speaks to Elijah 
9 There he came to a cave and lodged in it. And behold, the word of the Lord came 
to him, and he said to him, “What are you doing here, Elijah?” 

SERMON NOTES: 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 



COMMUNION LITURGY 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to you, Lord 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to praise you, Lord. 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks to you, Father 
Almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
You have made from one every nation and people to live on all the face of the earth. 
And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven we praise your name and join 
their unending hymn: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are full of 
your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the 
Lord. Hosanna in the highest. 
Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. By the baptism of his suffering, death, and 
resurrection you gave birth to your Church, delivered us from slavery to sin and death, and made 
with us a new covenant by water and the Spirit. He commissioned us to be his witnesses to the 
ends of the earth and to make disciples of all nations, and today his family in all the world is joining 
at his holy table. 
On the night in which he gave himself up for us, he took bread, gave thanks to you, broke the 
bread, gave it to his disciples, and said: “Take, eat; this is my body which is given for you. Do this 
in remembrance of me.” 
When the supper was over he took the cup, gave thanks to you, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
“Drink from this, all of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, poured out for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 
And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ, we offer ourselves in praise and 
thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice, in union with Christ offering for us, as we proclaim the 
mystery of faith. 

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again. 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, and on these gifts of bread and wine. Make them be 
for us the body and blood of Christ, that we may be for the world the body of Christ, redeemed by 
his blood. Renew our communion with your Church throughout the world, and strengthen it in 
every nation and among every people to witness faithfully in your name. 
By your Spirit make us one with Christ, one with each other, and one in ministry to all the world, 
until Christ comes in final victory, and we feast at his heavenly banquet. Through your Son Jesus 
Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church, all honor and glory is yours, almighty Father, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 
United Methodist Hymnal p. 9-10 
  



 
WEEKLY PRAYER REQUESTS 
Prayer is how we communicate with God. In prayer, we share our hearts. We also pause 
to listen for wisdom and guidance. As John Wesley wrote, "All that a Christian does, 
even in eating and sleeping, is prayer, when it is done in simplicity, according to the order 
of God."  Please be in prayer for these members & friends of the Urbana First 
Community:  

Homebound: Gladys Baxley, Gary and Anna Engelgau, Darla Kvidera, Jean 
Gates, Marjorie Mead, Joyce Smith, Mr. and Mrs. Gerald Ross 
Prayer Concern: Shirley Gordon (surgery recovery), Nancy Moser, Averie 
Spencer (Infant health issues) and Family, Nancy Lopeman, Pastor Freeman, 
Nancy Merz, Steve Moser (knee surgery), Fred Shep, Naomi Roberts and family 

SANDWICHES, SOUP, AND SHARING (Bible Study) 
When: Wednesdays at 10:30 a.m.  
Where: Urbana First UMC Parlor 

Join us on Wednesdays for a time of fellowship, faith building, and food. This group is 
open for all to attend!  

CHURCH VOLUNTEER OPPERTUNITIES FOR 2026 
Nominations for church offices are welcome at any time.  
According to the Book of Discipline, Individuals who undertake particular ministries 
including Ad Council and Lay Leadership Roles, should be persons of strong faith, 
dedicated to discipleship, and lover of Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord. Their manner 
of life should be a demonstration of the Christian gospel in the church and in the 
world. They should be persons who actively demonstrate or model the making 
of Disciples for the Transformation of the World.  

All church officers must be active members for at least one year prior to election, 
which occurs in November with all terms beginning in January.   
 



WEEK OF HOPE—2026 Summer Youth Mission (Cincinnati, Ohio) 
When: June 14, 2026-June 19, 2026 

Week of Hope are community service mission trips for youth. 
Students come alongside seasoned local ministries and 
nonprofits to make a lasting difference through meaningful 
community service. They'll learn Christ-like empathy and 
compassion for others as they meet the spiritual, physical, and 
emotional needs of disadvantaged children, youth, and adults. As 
students serve in the name of Jesus, they’ll develop friendships 
with the people they serve, with other teams, with their own 
youth group, and, most importantly, with Jesus.  

UNITED WOMEN IN FAITH GATHERING & FELLOWSHIP 

All women of Urbana First and friends are invited to 
gather for a time of fellowship as they focus on 
local, national & international mission’s work.   
Date: Saturday, January 24, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.  
Location: Urbana First UMC Parlor 

JR. & SR. HIGH GROUP  

When: Thursday, January 29, 2026  
Time: 6:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 
Where: Urbana First UMC Youth Room, 3rd Floor 

Calling all Jr. and Sr. High students—mark your 
calendars for our October event! Join us as we connect with 
other youth in the area for food, fellowship, and fun. All are 
welcome! 

 

UNITED MEN IN FAITH BREAKFAST GATHERING  

Join Men from around the community and 
Urbana First a time of fellowship as they focus on 
local, national & international mission’s work.   
Date: Saturday, January 31, 2026 at 10:00 a.m.  
Location: Urbana First UMC Parlor  



This Week at Urbana First
Sunday, January 4, 2026 
9:15 a.m.— Adult Sunday School (Library) 
9:30 a.m.—Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 a.m.—Fellowship (Parlor) 
10:30 a.m.—Worship Service 
10:50 a.m.—Children’s Church 

Monday, January 5, 2026 
Church office reopens 
5:30 pm, Community group, Parlor 
Tuesday, January 6, 2026 
2:00 p.m.—Dulcimer Group (FH) 
Wednesday, January 7, 2026 
10:30 a.m.—Midweek Bible Study (Parlor) 
6:30 p.m.—Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal  
Thursday, January 8, 2026 
6:00 p.m.—GSA Troop Meeting (FH) 
Friday, January 9, 2026 
Church Office Closed, Staff Sabbath Day 
Saturday, January 10, 2026 
Church Office Closed 
Sunday, January 11, 2026 
9:15 a.m.—Adult Sunday School (Library) 
+0unday School (Library) 
9:30 a.m.—Sanctuary Choir Rehearsal 
10:00 a.m.—Fellowship (Parlor) 
10:30 a.m.—Worship Service 
10:50 a.m.—Children’s Church 
BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS 
Sue Engelgau, 01/02 
Amy Felty, 01/07 
Steve Moser, 01/09 
Pat Smith, 01/14 
Judith Hinners, 01/15 
Peggy Pennell, 01/30 

Church Office Holiday Hours 
Monday-Tuesday: 9:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. 
Daycare Hours: 7:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. 
 
 

 
“Helping people to get connected to 
our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, to 
one another, and to the community!” 

304 South Race Street, Urbana, Illinois  
217.367.8384—office@urbanafirstmethodist.org 

WWW.URBANAFIRSTMETHODIST.ORG 

REV. ROBERT K. FREEMAN, DIRECTING PASTOR 
Parsonage: 217-607-8113 

CHILDREN’S CENTER DAYCARE: (217) 367-0842 
KATIE BEAULIN, DAYCARE DIRECTOR 

RACHEL HARP, ASSISTANT DAYCARE DIRECTOR 
Today’s Worship Team 
Pianist: Hannah Freeman-Choi 
Liturgist, Steven Fink 
Song Leader, Jackson Diedrich 
Ushers: Rich Govert, Joseph Tingling 
Children’s Church: Linda Bailey 
Tech & Stage Team: Johnie Wilson,  
Jack Marshall, Joseph Tingling 
PowerPoint & Bulletin: Paige Banovz 


